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MNew principles, issues, methods, and a2 new focus on Raven’s
Progressive Matrices make this a fmust-have' book for evervonc in
the ficld. This volume prosents a choroughly fresh, cutting-cdge
wision of what Sprarman and Raven's quest ts and where we are
heading in the 21st century. The list of topics is innovative. The
hook cxemplifies the hard-nosed attitude toward theory, procoss,
and evidence that chacaceerizes flaws of modem measvrement
paradigm, while cloguently illuminaring the principles that maks
megsurement of human abilitics knowledge relevant across ail
facets of human lifc. This textbook will become a primary refer-
ence text for overvone in the feld, from senior undergraduates ta
senior scientists.

The contant of this book is divided in six pacts. In a first patt, the
book bopins with a clarification of what Ravens DProgeessive
Marrtces seek to assess. Theoretical and psychometric principles
deployed in their construction are particularly sxamined. In a
second part, it iz presented how J. C. Raven, in developing his rest,
anticipated the emergence of Irem Response Theory The book
also focnses on Spearman’s critiques of the dominant measure-
ment paradigm in Psychology. Evidence supporting the inade-
quacy of a factorial model of human ability is particulatly weil-
discussed. Through this new perspective, problems in the
measurcment of individual intelligence’s change are cheerfully ex-
amined, In a third part, ten chapters provide numerous syidence
supporting the vse of Raven's Progeessive Matrices in prychologi-
cal scienees. Indeod, stabiltey and change in perfermance across
time are examined. Mareover, issues about cultural and sub-cul-
wital differences in pecformances are well-documented. For in-
stamee, chapters report the results of norming studies recently con-
ducted in Slovenia, Lithuanta, Teckey, Kuwait, Souch Africa, and
Tribal axcas of India. In a fourth part, im Flynn highlights the
importance of numerous persena] and environmental variabics

modulating the petformance. In chis paet, it is also shown that, in
hoth the waorkplace and educatinnal syscem, other gualities hes
sides g fackor ave imporcent but remaio invisihle. Jobn Raven
prooposes that this phennmenon is maintained by the adoption of
an inappropriate psychametric mode! and limited ericeria of per-
formance. Then, a fifth parr discusses future applications, Rich
i its scope and imaginat'mn, the book ends with remariable
digcussions of ethical issues abour applicatinns of Raven’s Pra-
gressive Matrices in dewslopmentsl, eccupational, atd schoelar
perspectives.

To summarize, Uars ond Abuses of Intellipanea: Spudies Advane-
ing Spearman and Raven's Quest far Non-Apbiteary Metrics pro-
vides a useful overview of the key fssues involved in using Raver's
Propgeessiye Marcices. The strenpth of this bonl is that it reliss the
enmprehensive and sophisticated views it offers on diffsrent isanes
of the field.

*  Alexandre Heeren in climical peychologist and wocks at the Depaciment
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