Uses and abuses of Intclligence:
Studies Advancing Spearman and
Raven’s Quest for Non-Arbitrary
Meirics.
Jobn & Jenn Rrven (Eds.)
Edinburgh: Competency Motivation Project,
30 Great King Street, Finhurgh £H3 6CH.
C 308,
ISEM: 9780955710500 (Papcrback)
501 pp. £20.00.

£ Reviewed by Peter Sutherland

Whar is intclligence? During my d0-year
eatcer in adncational psychology this is the
question which T have asked hoth my
shwlents and myvaclf,

For the past 20 vears or more the debate
has been dominaed by Howard Gardoer's
concept ol multiple itelligence. Before thar
the idea of unitary intelligence dominated:
in particular Spcarman’s {1904, 1923
concopt of a general intellipence: g, Raven
and his collcagues hald o the lauer and do
nat even deign w cousider Gamdner's alier
native  view. {However, they do  cite
Spearman’s off tho cuff comment that every
child is a genins Al something.)

There is an inreresting preface at the
srart, discussing the broader ssues of incelli-
gence - if rem a purely Spearman /Raven
perspective. However, unfovtnmately for the
general reader the sub-titlc mives a mare
accuriate description of the rest of the book
than the main ttle. I is a very rechnical
diacussion of the consituct vulidicy, vse, oic.,
of Progressive Matrices tests in varions coun-
tries: Romania, Socwth Altica, cte.

The hook is divider inlo six parts, Pare 1
provides an introduction oo the mardel, This
includes a chaper by Irenc Sivles linking
Piaget's model of cognitive development
with general inleTligence. As this is my main
specialise atea, this chapler interested me the
inast,

Part 2 examines practical measurement.
issues over 7H years, Meussing mainly on
Romania. Parl 3 cxamines stahiliy and
cthange in Raven's Prugressive Matrices
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norms across dme and culeure, This 5 the
‘meat’ of the book, containitiyg 10 of the 26
chapters. The data from several dilferent
connies (ineluding  South  Africa,
Lithnania, Kuwait, etc) are presented,

Part 4 locks at cutstanding concepinal
and measurement iggues. eg. the higher
scores of Astan Americans on average when
comparcd 1o other cthnic groups. Paret §
moves  inin  oven combroyversial
'Emerging Applications’ such as predicting
iriver behaviour and detecting children who
‘malinger’ when they take Raven's teais, Marl
G covers s called "Outstanding  Ethical
Issites' ach as convicled murderers on
Dcath Row in some US states who are
mentally recrded,

Unfortunately there is nn final section
which tics the arguments of this muli-
faceied book togelher It is even more aston-
ishing that. an index is not inchided, Tn snch
a complex book it iy an cssential aid to
readers,

[ kept 2 s¢l of Baven's tests m my offica
for nearly 30 years in ordet 1o cxplain the
unitaty concept of intelligence [relatively
unaffected by culture) to Education
students, This ook 8 of considemble
intcrest (o those  wiihin the  Raven/
Spearimatt/unitary inlelligence movement,
[dn recommend it tn eolleagues who work in
psrcholopy departments who teach and/for
tesearch in the area of intelligence, [ also
rccommend it to EPs who have an interest. in
the lechnicalitivs of Lesting, However,
I can™ really recammend i1 to rolleagies
itwolved 10 teacher education as the aushors
cansider the  implicatons  for
teaching {or cven the meastrement. of pupil
abilitica) in schoals.
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