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MEMORANDUM
To:
From:
Date:
Re:

Mia de Saint Victor
Alma Lagarda
March 27, 2006
Frank Garcia - Interview re possible MR claim

I met with Frank Garcia on March 23, 2006 at the Polunsky Unit. Frank had just finished
visiting with his mother and sister, Leti. I explained to Frank that I was helping his attorney
investigate an Atkins claim. The following is a summary of our interview.
Schools
Frank attended the following schools: Emma Frye Elementary School; Escobar Junior
High School (closed down); ET Wrenn Middle School (transferred here when Escobar closed
down); Lanier High School; and Thomas Jefferson High School. Frank could not remember
exact dates of attendance, but all schools are reflected in the records.
Frank said that he always struggled in school, but that there was no one he felt he could
ask for help. He said his parents could not help him, and he was the only child in the household
beginning in the 5th grade.
In the sixth grade, Frank was in special education. He remembered that he would be
pulled out of class and taken to another class where he would do puzzles. He said that there were
shapes, and you had to guess what the shapes would be if they were turned around or added to
other shapes. He may have also worked on reading. He said that it was one teacher to a student,
and the name of his teacher may have been Ms. Guy. Frank and another student (Gilbert
Alvarado Alvarez) were the only two who were pulled out of the classroom to go to special ed.
He remembered this because the rest of the class would make fun of them when they left the
classroom. When asked whether he thought the special ed class was easy or hard, Frank
shrugged his shoulders.
Frank stated that he thinks he failed the first or second grade, or possibly both, and
possibly also the ninth grade. Throughout school, he had perfect or almost perfect attendance.
He stated that he never got suspended, never had any “write-ups” and that he got along with all
of his teachers. He said that he liked school “alright” but did not like the schoolwork.
One of Frank’s favorite teachers was Ms. Milks. She helped Frank with TAAS in
elementary school (may have tutored him). Another favorite teacher was Ms. Graves (below).
One of Franks’s favorite class in high school was “cluster class.” It was a class that
taught students things like electronics, printing, and photography. He stated that the students
never actually got a chance to do these things, but that the class just gave a basic understanding
of each subject to help students decide what electives to take the following year. The following
year [10th grade?], Frank took Art at Lanier High School. Frank has always liked drawing, and
Art was one of his favorite classes. His Art teacher was Ms. Graves.
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Although he liked Art, Frank did not know why Ms. Graves would not let him do some
projects. He said, “she just didn’t trust me.” For example, when the class was making ribbons
for homecoming, Ms. Graves would say “don’t let Frank do it.” He said that maybe Ms. Graves
thought it would come out “wild” or something. But he did not know why she would sometimes
single him out like that.
Frank never graduated from high school because he did not have enough credits. He said
he remembered trying to go back to school but not being allowed because he was too old. He
was told that he could take some kind of test that would allow him to go back to school and
graduate, but that he never followed through because he had started working. Frank stated that
he never took any classes or exams after leaving Jefferson High School.
Frank said that he could never pass the TAAS tests but that he finally passed in the 12th
grade. He cheated on tests whenever he could get away with it. He stated that one time, the
TAAS tests changed so that each test was differently numbered. He said this made it harder to
cheat, and that when he wanted an answer he could not just give a number; he would have to tell
his friend the problem he wanted an answer to. Frank said that he took night and summer
classes, and these were the classes where he earned his school credits. He said it was like a joke
because no one really cared if you did the work or not.
Frank’s friends in school were Pete Alonzo and Jessie Martinez. He said that he had
some friends who were into sports. Frank could not play sports because he could never keep his
grades up. In the 7th grade, he tried out for football but he couldn’t play because his grades were
not good enough.
Family
Frank grew up on South San Eduardo Street in San Antonio. He is the youngest of five
siblings; he has two older sisters (Leti and Yolanda) and two older brothers (Ernest and Ruben).
Leti is about ten years older than Frank and closest to him in age. Growing up, Frank lived with
his parents and Leti, but Leti got married and moved out when Frank was in the 5th grade. From
that point on, it was just Frank and his parents. Frank’s father died in January 2006.
There were no other family or non-family members in the household, but several relatives
on his mother’s side lived on the same street. Frank said that family members lived in five
houses on South San Eduardo. Some of the relatives Frank was close to include: Joe Arbaiz
and Genaro Arbaiz (twins his age); Teleforo Urbina (never married and still lives on S. San
Eduardo). He named some of his aunts and uncles from his mother’s side: Virginia (aunt, San
Antonio); Gabriel (uncle, San Antonio); Inez (aunt, Florida); Lupe (aunt, Ohio)

Jobs
Frank said that he had several jobs but that he could never keep them. One was a
summer job taking care of kids at a community center near Lanier High School. He said that he
liked that job a lot because he liked playing with kids.
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Frank Garcia Interview
March 23, 2006
Page 3 of 3
About age 22, Frank worked at Grande Ford Truck in San Antonio for one year. He said
his responsibilities were to make trucks ready for sale, which meant washing the trucks. He
enjoyed this job and thought he was very good at it. He was fired for not showing up to work on
good Friday.
Frank worked for a few months with a San Antonio-based company doing landscaping.
He said that he did gardening and that he left to look for a better job.
About age 26/27, Frank worked for one year at Levi Strauss. His job was pressing
Dockers. He enjoyed this job very much but was laid off when the company had to fire several
workers. One of his supervisor’s, Dolores, testified at punishment that Frank was a good worker.
Frank stated that he owned several cars and enjoyed working on them. When I asked
what kind of work he did, he stated that with the help of his father, he cut out the back seat of
one of his cars and put a big speaker in the back. He said that he had to cut off some of the metal
with a hammer and chisel. He said he also liked to paint his cars.
Priors
Frank’s criminal history is one charge for evading arrest which was eventually dropped.
Frank said that when he and about four or five friends went to downtown San Antonio and one of
them was tagging a wall when the cops showed up and arrested them all. He spent about four
hours in Bexar County Jail. According to Frank, the police were trying to make them out to be
gang members. All the friends in his group were charged with evading arrest.
General Observations
It appeared that Frank had problems either understanding questions, expressing himself,
or both. For example, when I asked whether he thought his sixth grade special ed class was easy
or hard, he paused and thought about it but just shrugged his shoulders and shook his head. I
asked this question a different way (“do you think the regular sixth grade class harder than the
special ed class?”) and his response was the same. He never said he did not remember. When I
asked if it was because he did not remember, he responded again by shrugging his shoulders and
shaking his head. It’s unclear whether he responded this way because he could not remember,
because he did not know how to assess the question, or for some other reason.
Another example is when I asked who, of all his siblings, came to visit him the most.
Frank asked, “Besides my mom?” and I said, “Yes.” He just shrugged and said, “Well, all of
them I guess.” Later, he revealed that his mother and sister Leti visit him about once a month.
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CONFIDENTIAL MEMORANDUM
Attorney-Client Privilege
To: Mia de Saint Victor
From: Jonathan Kerr
Date: 04/30/06
Case: Garcia
Re:
Visit with Frank Garcia 04/28/06
______________________________________________________________________________
I visited with Frank Garcia on 04/28/06 at 10.00 am. The visit lasted just over two hours.
I began by explaining that I had come from TDS to get some more information about his life, as
a follow-up on the visit Alma had with him. It seems that after Alma visited with him he went
back and talked to “a friend” in Polunsky and from this got the idea that he “would have to go
back to school”. I asked him what he meant by this and he said that as part of his case he thought
he would have to go back to school to study and to take a test.
I thought that he had perhaps got this impression from being told about an IQ test and
explained to him that sometimes in an mr claim there are tests given in prison but that he was not
to worry about this, as it might not happen and even if it did he would not need to study. I also
said that if it was to happen it would not be anytime soon and we would keep him informed
about what was going on.
Frank said he has written to his attorney asking about this and had not received a reply. I
reassured him that he did not have to worry about getting books and studying. I also said it was
not a good idea to talk to other people about the attorney visits he had as others could sometimes
give him the wrong advice.
Attorney Contact
Frank said his attorneys in the past had never come to see him and when they did it was
always short visits, not like the one he had with Alma. He did say Richard Langlois had spent
some time with him. He said he could not remember having a visit in one of the attorney booths
before. His friend (see above) had advised him at the time of his next attorney visit to “take
paper and pens” and he was annoyed that he had not brought these materials with him to write
things down. I told him if he wanted he could write to Texas Defender Service with questions he
had.
Family Tree
NB From here on, any names appearing in bold are ones that were not mentioned by Frank in his
previous interview with Alma.
I explained to Frank that I wanted to get as much detail on his family as possible.
Throughout this part of the interview it was hard to get concrete details on people such as their
current addresses, phone numbers or full names. A frequent answer to those questions was “my
mum would know”.
Frank is the youngest in his family. The order of his brothers and sisters from youngest to
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oldest is then Ernest, Yolanda, Ruben and Leti (this would contradict the order that appears in
Alma’s memo and so it is possible he got confused in ordering this sequence) . Frank says they
are all still in San Antonio and his mum would know addresses. Leti, he says used to live near
his mum but he thinks she has moved now. He thought Yolanda had recently been the hospital.
Frank said his father, also Frank, died last year. His mother lives on San Eduardo Street
but he’s not sure who else from the family lives there now. Frank never knew his grandparents,
who are all dead.
He named the following Uncles/Aunts - Uncle John who lives in the same
neighbourhood, possibly even the same street. He remembers helping him wash cars. Uncle
Gaby (Gabriel?) - lives in San Antonio but Frank didn’t go to his house. Aunt Lupe who is from
Ohio, Aunt Regina who used to write to him but doesn’t anymore, Aunt Virginia, he doesn’t
know where she is, Aunt Ines in Florida. He said all these are on his father’s side of the family
(again different from information he gave Alma).
The cousins he could name were - the twins Joe and Genaro Arbaiz, who he used to play
together with they were at school and Foro (Teleforo Urbina - Alma memo) who lives near his
mum’s house. They all appear to have lived in the same street as Frank’s family. He mentioned
another cousin named Lucy at a later point in the conversation.
Current Contact with Family
I asked who visited him in prison and he said his mum had been to see him at the same
time as Alma, along with his sister, Yolanda (in Alma’s memo the sister who visited that day
was Leti) . He said his mum did not come often. I asked Frank how often his mum came to visit
and he said “her car’s not working” but did not give another answer.
I asked who he wrote to and he said his mum but that when he wrote to her she “didn’t
understand his letters”. I asked him what he meant by this and he said that he would tell her
things and ask her questions like “did you hear this show on the radio?” and she would not reply
to what he had said in her letters. His mum sends stickers but the prison seem to have stopped
allowing him to have them, she also sends pictures. I asked how often she writes and he said
“maybe today I will get a letter”. I then tried to get him to get him to say in weeks or months
how often she wrote and he seemed confused by the question. At another point in the
conversation he said he couldn’t remember who wrote to him. However it does seem from other
remarks in our visit that he has received mail from at least one of his sisters.
He also said that sometimes he didn’t have addresses to write back. There seem to have
been occasions when the mail-room have told him that he forgot to put an address on a letter to
his mum and he has then asked them to address it to her, telling them “you should have the
address”.
School
We went through the list of schools given in Alma’s memo. He did not mention any
different schools. When I asked him the question “Where did you go after Emma Frye
Elementary School?” he replied “home”. Once again, it was hard to pin Frank down on times,
dates or full names of teachers and friends.
I asked what school Frank was in when he remembered being in Special Education and
he said Emma Frye. He remembers Gilbert (see Alma memo) and one of his twin cousins also
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being in this class. He associates doing the puzzles with a teacher called Ms Lane, that she was
“pretty good” and had time to spend with him.
In Jefferson he remembered that there weren’t too many students in his class, “only
eight” and that the teacher there would help him and give the class special help with the
problems. He can’t remember this teacher’s name but seems to like her.
The friends Frank remembers from Lanier are Pete Alonzo and Jesse Martinez. He says
does not know where either of them would be now, but Pete used to live “by the railroad close to
another school” and Jesse lived close to Lanier. He remembers being in class with Pete, an art
class that Ms Graves taught. He liked this one and a mechanics class also taught by Ms Graves.
He also liked physical education but was not allowed to play football because of his test scores.
I asked Frank why he had been taking night and summer classes at Jefferson and he told
me it was because he “wasn’t passing other classes”. He remembers being taught by Ms Milks at
Jefferson, that she would read to her pupils and “teach you how to do things”. At Jefferson the
only names Frank could remember was a ‘Robert’ who was in his class.
We talked for a while about tests at school. Frank said he found them hard and would
cheat. He didn’t tell his mum that he was cheating. The teachers wouldn’t check the papers. He
cheated with the help of a friend of his, a girl whose name he can’t remember.
Jobs and Co-Workers
Again, Frank had a hard time remembering the names of people and places. He could say
where some places he worked were, and give first names of people, but beyond that could not
remember. These jobs are listed in no particular order, just the order we talked about them in.
He worked for a while as a lorry driver delivering food to various places. He said this job
originated from the Bell Medler (he couldn’t spell this for me) restaurant. He would get in
trouble in this job for a variety of reasons - food falling off the lorry, getting caught eating the
food, getting lost and going to the wrong store. He said “everyone there was his friend” but could
only give nicknames he knew them by, e.g. ‘Pepper’ and ‘Bela’. He thinks the boss, Richard, is
still over there. When I asked if he could tell me when he worked there, he said “a long time ago,
maybe two years ago”.
He had a job washing trucks and was fired from this because he did not come to work on
Good Friday. The name of this place was ‘Grande Trucks’. Frank thought the boss there didn’t
like him.
He also worked at the Levis factory “by the Highway”. His mum used to work there and
would know the names of the people there and the bosses’ name. He remembers working with
Delores (see Alma memo) because she testified at his punishment phase of trial, along with his
sister and a Priest..
Another job Frank had involved frying fish in a takeaway shop but he was sacked from
this when the boss said he wasn’t doing it fast enough.
It appears that throughout his working life Frank would take off from work for periods of
time. He remembers bosses asking him “where have you been all this time?’ and he would reply
lunch, but it seems he was away for significant periods as he would get in trouble for it.
Frank told me he tried out for a mechanics job, he thinks this was at the Home Depot by
Westlakes, San Antonio. He said it is near a mall. He was given a test but couldn’t pass it. I
asked what the test was and he gave me an example of one of the problems. It seemed to revolve
around a room and bricks, with the question how many bricks would you need to fill the room?
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He had replied “as many as it takes” and couldn’t answer it further.
Another job Frank tried out for was the police, he remembers going to the police station
in San Antonio, “where the jail is” and doing a written test. He thought he would have to go back
for the physical but he was told that he did not need to.
Life in Prison
Towards the end of the interview I asked Frank about what he spent his time doing in
prison. He said doesn’t read books because he finds it too hard to concentrate. He says that he
keeps reading but forgets what he has just read “and so I have to read it over and over again”. He
tries to read the Bible and this happens with him.
He does read magazines, the last one he got was ‘Star’ which is a celebrity magazine
“with lots of pictures”. His mum or sister sent it. He asked me did I think “it was good to read
it?”, having heard something negative on the radio about these kinds of magazines. Sometimes
he gets books and sends them back because he knows he won’t read them.
He is interested in cars, although when I asked him which his favorite one was he could
only give a description and a color, rather than the model. He differentiated cars by size, asking
“do you drive a big or small car?” and referring to cars in the outside world by their size but not
any particular model. He draws and was recently sent a tracing to do.
Other Questions I Asked
Frank was unable to remember if he had ever spent time in any hospital. He could not
give me any names of neighbors of his that he remembered.
I asked Frank if he had ever been to Houston. Frank remembered a time when he was
attempting to find a friend of his and got lost. He phoned his Dad who told him “you’re on the
way to Houston”. He had to turn around and his Dad directed him on the phone. This was not the
only story he told which involved him driving and getting lost. He also told two or three stories
which involved him or someone else “driving fast”.
General Observations
When the notary came and Frank had to sign the releases he signed his name in the space
above ‘notary public’ (although I had not pointed out to him where to sign) and did not seem to
understand what was going on very well, the notary even made a comment about him “having a
tough time” with the forms. He also could not remember his social security number.
At one point in the interview I looked at Frank’s TDCJ badge and saw that his date of
birth was given as the 10/31/1972. This is in fact the wrong date, but I did not know this at the
time and remarked that he had a birthday on Hallow’een, like my sister. He said he did not have
his birthday on Hallow’een but was unable to give me the correct date of his birth instead and
seemed confused by my observation.
At another point in the conversation Frank looked down and realized that he had only one
sock on. He laughed about this and made a comment about being forgetful.
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Impressions
Overall I found this a difficult interview to conduct. Frank was slow to respond to
questions and seemed to have problems understanding them or answering them (examples can be
seen above). Sometimes a question would not get answered at all, especially questions like “How
often..?” or “When?”. Even when a choice was given in a question, like “every week or every
month?” Frank will still be unable to answer.
He would frequently jump around with his thoughts to new observations or stories that
had nothing to do with what we were talking about.
He also had trouble spelling and seemed to get confused in his order and recollections of
events. At one point he said he was in a job “two years ago” (he has been in Polunsky since
2002).
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