APPLIED MEUTROPEY CHOLOGY, /6: DE-104, 2000 o |I:':1:g'{|:-!;l.'ll_l|fu?' Priss
Copyright Taylor& Francis Group, LW T T
[S5M:; 0908-42 82 print/1532-4826 caline

0 1010806 0508428052564 361

The WAIS-III and WAIS-1V: Dauber! Motions Favor
the Certainly False over the Approximately True

James R. Flynn
Universii  of fage, Dunedin, Nov Zealand

Dyabrers motions oppese adjusting 10) scores. They argoe that the rate of 10} gains over
time (the Flynn Effect) cannot he set al 0.3 points per year with scientific exactilude;
therefora, the adjustment formula that rate implies is inadmissible in capital cases. This
ignores the fact that there is universal agreement in the scientific community that there
hawe heen substantial gains and that, therefore, the worst possible oplion is to simply
leave inflated 1) scores unadjusted That would undermine equity entirely.

Mew dala from the WAIS-IV are included in a meta-analysis of 14 combinations of
‘Wechsler and Rinet 10} tests. The overall average is arate of 0.311 points per yvear; the
avarage within Wechsler tests is 0.299 poinl per year. A new estimate of the extent to
which the WAILS-T inflated [Qs, even at the time it was nonned. yvields 1.65 paints
(rather than 2.34 poinls). However, two new shudies comparing the WAIS-111 1o the
‘Woodeock-Johnson 111 and the Kaufman Adolescent and Adult Intelligence Scale give
huge estimates. It is recommendad that WAIS-I11 scores he set aside and subjects lested
on the WAIS-IV and the Stanford-Rinet 5.
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TETHERING THE ELEPHANT
Capital Cases, 1Q, and the Flynn Effect

James R. Flynn

University of Otago

Capital offenders cannot be executed if they are mentally retarded. Therefore, the 1Q
scores of offenders are important, and the U.S. 4th Circuit Court of Appeals has held
that the Flynn effect is relevant to interpreting their I1Q scores. The Flynn effect (1Q
gains over time) means that different 1QQ tests will give different scores purely as a
result of when the tests were normed. Because execution must not be a random
result of what test defendants take, a formula i1s provided to convert 1Q) scores to a
common metric: the norms current at the time the test was taken. The formula also
includes a correction based on evidence that the Wechsler Adult Intelligence
Scale—Third Edition inflates 1Qs because of sampling error. Given the inevitability
that opposing experts will offer conflicting diagnoses, 1QQ scores merit special
attention 1n capital cases.



